an impact on high-neonatal mortality we need to work on the field outside the NICU-that is-the community. He knew that power of legislation far exceeds all public health approaches.
The concept of regionalization was greatly propagated by Dr. Butterfield. He demonstrated its practicality and effectiveness, while persuading the country to follow his model. This was social transformation of Neonatology-a specialty primarily considered as highly technical and scientific. Dr. Butterfield saw the solution to neonatal problems in legislative actions and increased commitment of state and federal agencies toward the mother and the baby.
Dr. Butterfield also has a great perspective on medical history. He could relate many historical developments with ease. His untiring efforts to bring out the Virginia Apgar stamp is an example of this attribute.
On a personal level, Dr. Butterfield has been a close friend who has taken personal interest in me, since 1972 when he invited me to Denver. He continues to maintain a personal relationship with me. He always keeps track of not just my professional career but shows great interest in the members of my family and other academic and professional colleagues. My wife and daughter had the pleasure of his company on more than one occasion.
To sum up, Dr. Butterfield was a Neonatologist before Neonatology became a specialized field. He is truly a Social Neonatologist and a legislative activist who lobbies for children's rights. He is a mentor to many young minds, and a visionary leader to his peers.
These are distinctive qualities of Dr. Butterfield, and we are all privileged to be associated with him.
